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MESSAGE 
from the Editors

Welcome to our first edition of 
AURORA CREATES: 
History and Arts Worth 
Discovering (formerly Your 
Guide to Aurora’s Cultural 
Events). Aurora’s Library and 
Cultural Services Department 
hopes everyone will find 
something of interest in this 
new format and will seek out 
additional information through 
the website or by contacting 
staff. Aurora Creates will have 
features such as, Spotlight on 
Aurora’s Creative People 
–a look at actors, dancers, 
historians, musicians, visual 
artists, writers and others 
who live or work in Aurora; 
Spotlight on Historic 
Landmarks –images and 
stories from the Aurora History 
Museum’s collection and Did 
You Know? – interesting facts 
regarding arts and history and 
the benefits they provide to 
individuals and communities. 
Please feel free to contact us 
at cultural@auroragov.org 
with your ideas for stories to 
include in future issues, and 
happy discovering!

THE AURORA ARTS FESTIVAL:  
Arts on the Block
The Aurora Arts Festival: Arts on the Block, will be held from noon to 8 p.m., 
Saturday, June 25, at Fletcher Plaza, 9898 E. Colfax Ave. This free annual event 
includes art work from a fresh array of artists and makers. In collaboration with 
the city of Aurora’s 125th Anniversary, the festival celebrates what is great about 
Aurora and focuses on an Arts on the Block theme. This year, there has been an 
increase in outreach to embrace the immediate community and to empower them to 
be an integral part of the planning and organizational process of the festivities.

Original Aurora is a section of the city 
bordered by Yosemite Street on the 
west, I-225 on the east, Sixth Avenue on 
the south and East 25th Avenue on the 
north. The area includes a number of 
neighborhoods, along with the Anschutz 
Medical Campus and the Aurora 
Cultural Arts District (ACAD). 

In 2011, the city of Aurora dedicated 
part of the original downtown Aurora 
area as the Aurora Cultural Arts District, 
which is bounded by 14th and 17th 
streets on the north and south, Chester 
Street on the west and Geneva Street on 
the east. ACAD was developed based 
on the belief that arts are an essential 
catalyst for the success of everyone who 
lives, works or owns a business within 
its boundaries.

Today, ACAD is a vibrant, walkable 
community that is home to a diverse group 
of 32 creative individuals and enterprises. 
In 2015, ACAD brought more than 97,000 
people to the area to enjoy art, dining, 
music, craft beer and performing arts.

ACAD members and locations include 
performing arts venues, arts education 
organizations, art galleries and studios, 
multicultural restaurants and locally-
owned small businesses that thrive as 
an integral part of a rich neighborhood 
fabric. They host 900 events throughout 
the year, including performances, gallery 
exhibitions, arts education classes 
and other arts-focused events. Annual 
events include the Aurora Arts Festival 
in June, FallFest in October and the 

Holiday Lighting in December. The 
area also includes several iconic works 
of outdoor art from the city of Aurora’s 
Art in Public Places Program including 
the bronze sculpture of Martin Luther 
King Jr. at the MLK Library and “Ghost 
Trolley” on Colfax Avenue in front of 
The Aurora Fox Arts Center.

ACAD is committed to fostering and 
promoting the creative enterprises and 
individuals of the district. It treasures 
the cultural heritage of its unique urban 
environment where arts and culture help 
citizens discover commonalities amidst a 
cherished diversity.

“Just like cultural arts districts across 
the state, we work to encourage citizens 
of Aurora to discover the benefits that 
art, creativity and multiculturalism can 
bring to their lives,” said Tracy Weil, 
managing director of ACAD. “I have 
been working in the neighborhood for 
17 years and never have I felt more 
optimism for growth and change than I 
am feeling now,” added Charles Packard, 
Aurora Fox Arts Center executive 
producer.

Recreating Original Aurora
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AURORA Cultural Arts District

“Ghost Trolley” by Argent Lawrence • Located on Colfax 
Avenue between Emporia and Elmira Streets



AURORA CREATES (AC) 
talks with donnie l.betts, an Emmy 
winning documentary filmmaker, 
radio journalist and Broadway actor 
who now resides in Aurora. Here, he 
works as an historian, filmmaker, radio 
producer and a mainstay director at 
the Aurora Fox Arts Center. betts will 
direct “Porgy and Bess” for The Fox in 
the fall.

After attending the Yale School of 
Drama, betts appeared in “The Gospel 
at Colonus” with Morgan Freeman 
on Broadway. He has appeared in 
countless television commercials 
and specials, as well in feature 
films including “Switchback” and 
“Honeydripper” with Danny Glover. 
betts returned to Colorado to join the 
inaugural season company of The 
Denver Center for Performing Arts in 
1979 where he worked for 12 years. He 
remained in the area and founded two 
successful local companies: City Stage 
Ensemble and Denver Black  
Arts Company.

AC: How did you first get interested 
in theater?

dlb: I first became interested in theater 
in high school, and even before, when 
my sister Sandy and I put on a play in 
our backyard, which was a forest and 
fields, playing different characters.  
Then my first high school play, doing 
poetry in college and then doing my 
first play “The Hobbit” before it was 
made into a movie.  The rush of the 
stage was greater than sports. 

AC: What was your most challenging 
artistic assignment?

dlb: When I was 30 I was in a play 
where I had to portray seven roles 
including two women - one was 16 
years old and the other was age 60. 
When I was 36 I faced a similar 
challenge when I played Hoke in 
“Driving Miss Daisy.”  During the play, 
Hoke ages from 60 to 80.

AC: What do you love about the arts 
and culture in Aurora?

dlb: It is evolving all the time. We 
have so many different cultures here in 
Aurora.  It is so great to attend different 
events and see those cultures on 
display. We just need more of that.

AC: What are your hopes artistically 
for Aurora in the next 10 years?

dlb: Aurora should become a leader in 
the region. We have to build a world-
class facility to house The Fox, a dance 
company, orchestra and a multi-use 
venue for the community. I see Aurora 
hosting major festivals that represent 
the cultural landscape that is here in 
our great city.  They could include play 
festivals from Africa, Vietnam, Eastern 
Europe, etc., a comedy festival or a 
great music festival. The citizens of this 
city and its visitors should not have to 
travel to Denver and beyond to enjoy 
these things. Audiences can use the 
light rail to come to Aurora and enjoy 
what we have to offer. We are more 
than a bedroom community.

SPOTLIGHT

AUDITION

On Aurora’s Creative People: 
Director donnie l. betts
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Aurora Fox Arts Center production of  
The Gershwins’ “Porgy and Bess”
Directed by donnie l. betts
Auditions for actors, singers and dancers.
6 – 10 p.m., June 9 and 1 – 5 p.m., June 11 
Aurora Fox Arts Center • 9900 E. Colfax Ave.
Callbacks: June 21 by invitation
To sign up, call 303.739.1970, visit aurorafoxartscenter.org  
or email foxbox@auroragov.org.

Aurora Dance Arts’ production of  
“The Nutcracker”
Auditions for dancers ages 6 through adults.
12:45 – 4:45 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 20
Aurora Center for Active Adults  
30 Del Mar Circle
Call 303.326.8308 for information on time slots 
for each group and required dance attire.

Opportunities

More opportunities on page 6.



june
Student Dance Recital
7 p.m.
Hinkley High School
1250 Chambers Road

Historic Centennial  
House Open
Noon – 3 p.m.
1671 Galena St. 

The Big Wonderful
Noon – 8 p.m. 
Stanley Marketplace
2501 Dallas St.

Aurora Line (Lecture)
Noon – 1 p.m. • $4 ($3 residents)
Aurora History Museum
15051 E. Alameda Parkway

Buckstein 
Concert  
6:30 – 8 p.m.  
Utah Park 
1800 S. Peoria St. 

Raising Cain Concert 
6:30 – 8 p.m. 
Utah Park • 1800 S. Peoria St.

Historic DeLaney 
Farm Open
Noon – 3 p.m 
170 S. Chambers Road

Dean Bushnell Orchestra
6:30 – 8 p.m. 
Bicentennial Park • 13655 E. Alameda Ave.

Aurora Arts Festival
Noon – 8 p.m.
Fletcher Plaza
9898 E. Colfax Ave.

Ethiopian Coffee  
Ceremony 
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Aurora History Museum
15051 E. Alameda Parkway

saturday 11saturdays 4 and 18

wednesday 15 thursday 16

sunday 12

friday 3 and saturday 4

thursday 23

thursday 30

saturday 25

LINE

Under a Blood Red  
Sky Concert
6 – 8 p.m.
Gardens on Havana
1350 S. Ironton St. 

tuesday 28
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MARKETPLACE

Ukulele Lessons and 
Talk Story Presentations
1 – 3 p.m.
Aurora History Museum
15151 E. Alameda Parkway 

saturday 18

AURORAfi nd fun in
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The Big Wonderful
Noon – 8 p.m.
Stanley Marketplace 
2501 Dallas St.

Historic Centennial 
House Open
Noon – 3 p.m.
1671 Galena St. 

Historic DeLaney  
Farm Open
Noon – 3 p.m.
170 S. Chambers Road

Political Cartoons:  
The Herblock 
Collection Opens
Aurora History Museum

Chris Daniels & the Kings with  
Fred Gowdy  
6:30 – 8 p.m. • Aurora Municipal Center
15151 E. Alameda Parkway 

Ethiopian Coffee Ceremony 
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. • Aurora History Museum • 15051 E. Alameda Parkway

Hazel Miller
6:30 – 8 p.m
Meadowood Park
Dartmouth Ave. & Laredo St.

Pan Jumbies
6:30 – 8 p.m. 
Bicentennial Park
13655 E. Alameda Ave.

thursday 7monday 4 

wednesday 12 thursday 14

saturday 9

saturday 2 and 16

sunday 10

thursday 21

thursday 30

Master Ballet Class with 
Valery Lantratov
1:30 – 3 p.m. 
Meadow Hills Recreation Center
3609 S. Dawson St.

The Changing State of 
America’s Airline Industry
Noon – 1 p.m. • $4 ($3 residents)
Aurora History Museum
15051 E. Alameda Parkway

Dotsero Concert
6 – 8 p.m.
Gardens on Havana
1350 S. Ironton St. 

wednesday 27

wednesday 20 wednesday 26

Aug. 20
1-7 p.m. 
A showcase of cultures and  
traditions, Global flavors,  
music and dance.
International fashion show.

SAVE THE DATE
AuroraGlobalFest.org
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Ukulele Lessons 
and Talk Story 
Presentations
1 – 3 p.m.
Aurora History  
Museum
15151 E. Alameda 
Parkway 

saturday 16

th ofJULY
Aurora Municipal Center • 15151 E. Alameda Parkway



 
Summer is a great time to get outside 
and visit some of the city of Aurora’s 
240 public art pieces. The artworks 
are spread across the city from the 
Aurora Animal Shelter to Saddle Rock 
Golf Course. The collection includes a 
variety of art styles, including bronze 
sculptures, indoor mosaics and painted 
murals. Artists from all over the U.S. 
and the world have contributed to 
Aurora’s Art in in Public Places (AIPP) 
program. The collection is valued at 
over $3 million and continues to grow.
 
RTD’s new commuter A Line from 
Union Station to DIA has public art at 
every station, including the two stations 
in Aurora: 40th & Airport - Gateway 
Park and Peoria. Be sure to look for all 
the great art on the line as you ride to 
and from the airport.

At 40th & Airport, New York artist 
Molly Dilworth created “Time 
Present,” (photo above) a low relief 
polyhedral sculpture that is on the 
station façade wall. The sculpture 
was inspired by contemporary 
nanoscience research and will honor 
the experimentation, innovation and 
future problem-solving that is critical 
to the culture of Colorado. At Peoria, 
Arizona artist Blessing Hancock 
installed “Biota,” a 25-foot illuminated 
sculpture that draws inspiration from 
the unique conditions of the site and its 
surroundings. The artwork was inspired 
by bioscience, health, technology and 
the natural environment.
 
Aurora’s AIPP program features great 
art worth discovering in the city this 
summer. Try a self-guided walking 
tour through the Municipal Center 
campus or the Aurora Arts District. 
Pick up a collection guide at libraries 
or recreation centers or find the public 
art at many of Aurora’s parks. Use the 
hashtag #AuroraAIPP to share what 
you love about the collection!

Historic Landmarks
Aurora’s Landmark program was 
established as a way to honor buildings 
that are associated with people or 
events that have made significant 
contributions to local history or that 
represent an architecturally significant 
style. Historic landmarks are a valuable 
resources that need to be protected 
and shared with the community for 
today and for the future. Aurora has 
27 individual landmarks, two historic 
districts and two cultural heritage sites.
During the summer months, two of 
Aurora’s historic sites, the Centenial 
House and the DeLaney Farm Historic 
Site, are open to the public. 
See calendar on pages 3-4 for hours 
and locations.

STORY LINE: Exploring Aurora’s 
Historic Sites
Jump in your car and take a drive 
through history with Story Line. 
The Aurora History Museum and the 
Historic Sites & Preservation Office 
are proud to announce the launch of an 
audio tour resource for Aurora residents 
and visitors. Each historic site has a 
narrative that will tell the listener 
information about the location. To 
access Story Line, call 303.739.6681 
and follow the instructions. Visit 
AuroraMuseum.org to download 
a guide brochure and to find an 
interactive map. Or call 303.739.6660 
if you require assistance with access  
to materials.
 

HISTORY
Museum

PUBLIC
Art in Aurora
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STORY LINE

CURRENT EXHIBIT
“A Mosaic of Cultures: Aurora’s  
Ethiopian Communities”
Through Sept. 11, 2016 

Currently on display for the summer 
is the exhibit “A Mosaic of Cultures: 
Aurora’s Ethiopian Communities.” 
Aurora is home to a vibrant Ethiopian 
population, comprised of people 
from diverse ethnic, linguistic and 
religious backgrounds. With varied 
cultures, differing identities and many 
contributions, these communities have 
impacted Aurora in numerous ways.



 

Cultural Services offers camps for 
children of all ages in theater, dance 
and history.
 
Themes for the two-week Theater 
Camps include Fairy Tales, “Dr. Who,” 
“Star Wars,” “Sherlock Holmes” and 
“The Wizard of Oz.”  Theater camps 
take place at the Aurora Fox Arts 
Center, Central Library, High Point 
Church and Tallyn’s Reach Library.
 
One-week Dance Camps will be 
held at the Meadowood and Meadow 
Hills Recreation centers.  On July 27, 
internationally-renowned dancer Valery 
Lantratov will teach a master class.

Young historians and urban planners 
won’t be able to resist History Camp. 
Two one-week camps, offered at the 
Aurora History Museum, will provide 
opportunities for participants to 
discover a perfectly restored trolley 
trailer, debate about water rights and 
compete to plan the perfect suburb.
 
Check the auroragov.org or call for 
more information and to register.
(Fees apply.)
 

Where else but in Aurora are you 
going to find a vampire, a disabled 
beggar with a goat cart, an obsessed 
explorer of an undiscovered species, 
a Midwesterner trying to build a 
business in China, and three drag 
queens traveling across the Australian 
Outback, all under the same roof?  At 
the Aurora Fox Arts Center, of course! 

Season 32 will explore “life on the 
margins of polite society.” How does 
mainstream society work consciously 
and unconsciously to exclude groups of 
people, and how do those “excluded” 
groups find the strength to survive and 
succeed?  Be prepared to be amazed 
and entertained by “Dracula,” “Porgy 
and Bess,” “Myth,” “Chinglish”  and 
“Priscilla, Queen of the Desert.” 
 
Please visit aurorafoxartscenter.org or 
call box office, 303.739.1970, for more 
information and to purchase tickets.

Camps

AURORA
Fox Arts Center
32nd Season Announced

OPPORTUNITIES
Professional Development. 
Auditions. Call for Artists.
 
Nonprofit Capacity  
Building Series 
$250 for the series 
($40/workshop)
Aurora-South Metro Small 
Business Development Center 
(SBDC) presents an eight-part 
series of workshops designed for 
nonprofit leaders in the metro area 
with budgets under $2 million.  
Program topics include How to 
Ask for Money, Grant Writing, 
Volunteer Management and more. 
Next two sessions are July 21 and 
Aug. 18. For more information 
and registration visit  
https://goo.gl/wpP0HB  
or call 303.326.8690.
 
Call for Entries: Gateway To 
The Rockies Art Show
Find prospectus at  
auroraartistsguild.com or
auroragov.org/arts
Entries accepted through  
www.callforentry.org
Deadline for entries: Aug. 1
The exhibit will be at the Aurora 
History Museum from Sept. 20 
through Nov. 5.
 
Call for Exhibits: Aurora 
Municipal Center Gallery
Are you an artist or artist group, 
who works in photography, 
painting or other media? The 
city of Aurora’s Art in Public 
Places Program is looking 
for content to be temporarily 
displayed in the Aurora Municipal 
Center indoor gallery. Schools, 
charitable organizations, veterans’ 
groups and individual artists are 
welcome to apply. Please email 
publicart@auroragov.org or call 
303.739.6744 for information.
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CULTURAL 
SERVICES 
DIVISION
auroragov.org/arts

Art in Public Places 
Program
303.739.6747
Aurora Dance Arts 
classes  
303.326.8308
Aurora Fox Arts Center 
303.739.1970
Aurora History Museum 
303.739.6660
Bicentennial Art Center 
303.344.1776
Fine Arts classes 
303.344.1776
Fine and Performing  
Arts outreach  
303.739.6520
Historic Preservation/ 
Historic Sites
303.739.6661
History Education 
program  
303.739.6663
Music classes
303.344.1776
Pottery classes
303.344.1776
Show Wagon-Portable 
stage
303.739.6520
Aurora Summer Concerts
303.739.6520
Theatre classes
303.739.6520

This summer, the city of Aurora partners with the Aurora Chamber of Commerce to present the 
30th Annual Summer Concert Series. Six FREE concerts will be offered on Thursday evenings 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at parks throughout the city. 

Performing this summer 
Dean Bushnell Orchestra  
June 16, Bicentennial Park 
Buckstein  
June 23, Utah Park 
Raising Cain  
June 30, Utah Park

Hazel Miller 
July 7, Meadowood Park  
Pan Jumbies  
July 14, Meadowood Park 
Chris Daniels & the Kings 
with Freddi Gowdy  
July 21, Aurora Municipal 
Center Great Lawn

6 Million Dollar Band  
July 28, Aurora Municipal 
Center Great Lawn

Visit auroragov.org/concerts 
for details or cancellations due 
to weather.

Over the years, the city hosted parades for 
a variety of celebrations which brought 
residents together from all over Aurora. 
Highly anticipated parades during the 
Gateway to the Rockies celebration, 
Veteran’s Day and other citywide events 
drew hundreds of people to line East Colfax 
Avenue. The Aurora Chamber of Commerce 
sponsored Hi Nabor Daze (above photo)
for several years in the 1950s. The event 
featured parades, dances, games, rides and 
a free meal for all Aurorans in City Park. In 
1954, Hi Nabor Daze held two parades over 
the weekend with several floats in addition 
to bands, equipment and platoons from local  
military bases.

Aurora History Museum 
Parade, Colfax Avenue and Emporia Street, c. 1952

You Know? Birthday Highlights
DID AURORA’S

YEARS

1891
2016AURORA, 

Students who took four years of arts and music 
classes while in high school (only 18 percent of 
test-takers) scored an average of 92 points higher 
on their SATs than students who took only 
one-half year or less (16 percent of test takers). 
Scores of 1077 vs. 985, respectively. Students 
with four years of art and music classes averaged 
526 on the writing portion of the test -56 points 
higher than students with one-half year or less of 
arts and music classes.

Source: The College Board, 2014. “2015 College-Bound 
Seniors: Total Group Profile Report.” Analysis by Americans 
for the Arts, 2016.


